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To his Friend 


THE. HILL, 


On his POEM, calld, 


Stoic Philoſophy; ; Or the 


PRAISE Lg PoveRTr. 


HEN firſt the Muſe the Poeta Bo- 
| (ſom fir d, 

F air Virtue only juſt Applauſe in- 
( ſpir d, 


(of Things, 
In charming Lays, tracd from 
(their native 7 


To cultivate bs Soul, to mend the Heart, 
Were the juſt Motives of their charming Art. 
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Nen, the chaſte Lovers lame inf ard the Bard; 
Not yet the harſh Alarms of War were heard. 
To conquer, havock, to enflave,. oppreſs, 
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Mere ſhewun with Horror, in their native Dreſs. 
In theſe bleſt Times, not yet were underſtood 
The ſofter Names for Tyranny and Blood. 
Tis impious to derive a Pow'r om Heath. 
For any End, but Juſt and righteous, givin. 


They, who for Tyrann y plead Right divine, 8 


Reaſon and Liberty at once reſign: 
Or who in Subjects any Right profeſs, 
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Againſt all Reaſon, now uſurps: the Mind. 
Vices, when they grow Epidemical, nee 


To tbe Au THOR 
Unites contending Nations by his Word) 
He weilds at once the Ballance, and the Sword: 
With milder Reaſons, firſt, they are addreſs d, 
But theſe, not heard, his Thunder ſpeaks the rſt 


| Aw'd hy his Pow'r and Conduct, Tyrants ceaſe 


To plague the World, and humbly ſue for Peace: 


He, who for Ends like theſe, a Crown receives, 
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Till wide from Virtue, as from Truth, weſtray'd, | 
Fair Names were not for impious Actions made, 


NorVirtue (horrid Thou ght) with Infamy repay d. 


Men might, uncharg d with Cowardice, forgive, 
And Chaſte, or Temp rate, without Scandal live! 
Faſhion, t adjuſt our Dreſs alone deſigi d. 


Their Horror looſe, nor Vices ſeem at al 
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And Virtues, that are out of Faſhion grown; 110 


We may preſerve, but lerer can dare to own. 


To Vice enſlay d, a proſlituted Throng, 
The Muſes ſacred Seat have held too long; 
Have painted gay, wich all che Charms of Wit, 


| F oul Luſt, and prais'd the infamouſly Great. 


Tf for ſome wondrous Heroe good as 2 


Like Marl brough, born to ſave a ſinking State; 1 
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| Triumphal Archs or noble Ediſice, 
To make his Memory immortal riſe: 


If juſtly, many a Wreath the Nine allow, : 
Io grace with fair Renown, the Victors . 6 
S Who in Religion's bold Defence has ſtood, | 
And for his Country, dearly ſold his Blood. i 
| Vet Virtue bluſhes, and the ſacred Nine 
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Deteſtable for wide Deſtruction hurld. 
Wich Dzmoniack Fury, thro the World. 
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The. nobler Valour, Fortitudey unſung — 
To this, adven'trous Friend, thy Lyre is n 
To Temp france, Patience, Fortirude refin'd,. 

The lofty Virtues of a lowly Mind: © 
To Virtues, that in cloſe Retirements dwell, 4 
And ſhun as much, as they the World e 
Too great for Fame 
Theſe unftequented paths, chy daring Muſe, 
Unſway d by Cuſtom, or by Fears purſues ; 
Singly attempts to ſtem the Tide of V ice, 
And arm'd with Truth alone, its Force defies: 
Seeks not in labour d Smoothneſs to addreſs 
Qur paſſive Ears with pompous Emptineſs: 
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Nor from ſonorous Names of trifling Things, 
Applauſe, as empty as her Subject brings: 
Nor with Deſcription, innocent of Thought, 

Ts Ira by thee, the courteous Reader caught. 
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Go on, thy Cauſe at leaſt deſerves Succeſs, 


Nor unſucceeding, is its Juſtice leſs. 
Th important Truth, that in thy ſolid Lines, 


With unaffected Grace, majeſtic ſnines, 
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9 RR AT 4. 
| Page - 3. Line 16. for need read needs. 
P. 18. J. 13,14. . 


And either Luxury finds or creates. 
P. 26. 1. 14. for affect r. affects. 


wy F. 36. J. 14. for caſt r. cale'r, 


Pleaſure unbid on ſplendid Fortunes waits, 


. 29. J. 14. for innumerate, 7. innumerable, FI 


Tho' Ignorance obſtinate, and Vice be blind, 
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He has alt Virtues ns 7 
And, ſhould this fail, by chymic 5 Arrifice, 
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Thy word, at once, 4 Hetoe can produce. 
Where e er thy ſtrange trans forming Light has ſhone; 


New Forms, and Eſſences, all Things put on: 


Revenge is Honour, Perfidy a Jeſt T foie 


And Gold of, Good and III the only Teſt: | 7 


The profane's witty, gen rous the iſs Grongld 
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Ge Engi, 


| And then, ſor ever to forecloſe _ 63.10 A 
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And to be All that e er he can be more, 


A lucky Turn or Two have made em Four. 
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And make him find; that fall the awful State, 9 
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Thar meanly: fear a iger d Diſgrace. 3 f 
| By Maxims far eſtrang« d from Truth they live, 


Unknowing that the Brave alone forgive. N 

By Cuſtom ſway d, againſt their Will ch dive; : 
Honour's the: fair Pretext, the Motive Fear. ' 
PrepoſF'rous 'Bravery, that poorly flies, 

The Scorn of Fools, yet boldly Heav'n deſies, 

At Virtus bluſhes, unaſham'd' of Vice. 
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One Fear alone is by the Good profeſs d, 
And that expels all other from his Breaſt ; 
Whate'er true Brav'ry bids,” he knows t endure, 
Who ſmiles at the World's Scorn, and dares be poor: 


ö By Wiſdom's everlaſting Rules he ſteers, 

And thus forearm'd, Life's rougheſt Tempeſts bears: 
From Fortune s Empire wiſely he retires, 

And- nothing fears, as nothing he deſires. 
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8 Till, at the laſt, grown giddy with his Height, 


. 


a While hunbler Shrubs eſcape che fatal Stroke, 
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Enough's th” Horizon, whicte his Proſpoct ende, 
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Could wich Succeſs our utmoſt Wiſh be erewn Q 
Ver if what we poſſeſs be made the Bound - * | | 
Of our Befires, the fame Event is found. | 
The Wrerch, who till to mighty Things afpires, 
Not fills, tho he accompliſh, his Deſires. 

Still, as he foars aloft, more wide in view - y 
The Proſpect hes, 'whi | ſue : 


Headlong he falls, oppreſt-by his own Weight. 
Of true Content ſo lowly is the Seat, 
The Darts fly o'er its Head, that wound the Great. 
And if ſome Darts from Heay'n' direct are ſent 

To thoſe for Tryal, "theſe for Scourges meant. 
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Still in great Minds, by ſtrange FHypoſtaſis, 
The vital Form of Happineſs there liess: 
Tho! they the outward Accidents confeſs, Ant ti 


Of what misjudging Man may call Piſtreſs. 


The Mind is its own. beſt Inheritance, 


Vnliable to —T!_ nol oH] 
'Tis not to bear, does Miſery. create, 


But poorly to fink _ adverſe Fate. 
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When Na mourn a tb * ts of Civil Wag: 
Who bur the. Richy che- Spoil, or Danger ſhare ? 18 
As ſame rich City, diſſolute Dragoons 
So Fortune veering . treats her fawxite Sons: 


The wealthy, as het deſtin d Prey, purſues: 
They only what Guy call their own can looſe. 
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Let the great ite the Man of Fortunes tell, 
Ou Ed, conſider well. 
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Are his propitious Nights 4 biet 

On downy Beds, with Eaſe and needful / 4 
Thank Poverty, which urg d ſome lowly Brain p 

T' invent the Loom, the Anvil, and the Plane. 


Does he, by Engine curious, quickly ſay, | 


How lon g the circling. Sun has warm'd the Day; 


And marking Minutes certainly aver, 
That evn the Sun does regularly err; 

Twas Poverty alone that could reveal, 

To humane Wit, that curious Utenſil. 
Induſtrious Want our Lazineſs o er- rules, 0 
Or Earth would groan beneath the Weiglit of Fools, 


'T would tedious prove roigi ve the whole —_ 


But if co baniſh her you could prevail, 
So much their Motives lean on her alone, 
That with her, all your Arts and Sciences are gone. 
Ma : 3s 55 
Bleſt Poverty ! what Ills doſt thou prevent? 
Shall I commit this Crime? Shall I conſent 
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To ſtain my Soul (cries the devout n 
With ſuch a horrid * becauſe 1. can? 
Oh no ——— 
For then my torturd Heart would repreſent 
The IIls I ſuffer, as a Vengeance ſent. 
IIl Fortune feebly throws a random Dart. 
But Conſcience with it, ſtabs the guilty Heart. 
To ſhun Life's num'rous IIls, tis all T have, 
My Innocence in all Aſſaults to ſave : 
While, in this firm Reſolve, I conſtant live, þ 4 
I taſte the greateſt Bliſs this Life can give; 11 
were this once loſt, no Wealth could make me bleſt, V 
Nor Down indulge, nor Guards ſecure my Reſt. 


Propitious Heav'n does oft, With kind Intent, 
The vicious Growth of dang rous wealth prevent, 
Leſt that its baneful Influence ſhould infuſe, 
Taint the good Soil, and mar its fair Produce z, | 
For as roo little ſtarves, too much o'er feeds, | 
And, ſtead of Grain, o'er-runs the Soil with Weeds. 
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Tho'the beſt . in humane Life to omg 4 
By Lot of equal Diſtribution fall; hit 
Yer many Evils Fortune has in ©" - ON 
Which are not to be purclias'd: by the Poor. 
If learn d Neceſſity ſhou'd make us wiſe, 

Tis better ſo, than to be Fools on 8 l 
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Fame tolls, chat once u grave Philoſopher 3 
Seeing a beaut ous Harlot at her Door, 
Thus enter d ite dom Corverſe- with her 

He meant at fuſt only a curious Gare * 
At the exact Proportion of her Face, 12 7 

(Gut narral Apperites the Wiſe no leſs, Vo 

Than Souls of an inferior Form ales) | 

Madam, cries! he no more diſplay thoſe Charms, 

From/which a Wisdom has deſenſive Arms; | 

Or, if te wounds bf Love rm doom d to feel, "| 
o which its — can heal. 4 


= nn nn 
— . ² m VEE A oct 
* 


PPP ˙ Ae Ee i ee ere a/c 


FFT ˙ mA 0 — 
— — . — — ̃ — — — — 


PPP 
2 U 2 3 — — 2 = — 


” "5 1 ; 1 J P „ ? ty "ry"? = "x 
5 *. * * 4 — a 41 11 * ; > e885 3 * nn 1 1 4 
. 4 7 
* 4 1 * #* 8 1 0 OT. 2 
* 292 144 Ait 14 3 3 $f EF 542493 $f 4 SP x 
3 * * 
x _ „ Ws * 
. £ 7 ” 8 
1 Ofi 2 2 
{ . 
[| . 
x - 
__ '- 
3 ” 
* — 
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Grave Sir, faid ſhe, if T that briſtled Face] 
And Form unfiaiſtid, ſhould eonſent r embrace, 
Firſt with your Pocker wiſely take Advice, 
For no leſs chan five Pieces is my Pries: 
Pare from thoſe Nails the black Circumferenca, 
And with the Barber s Hand awhile diſpence; 0 


However mean you think me, none but Men 
This Boſdm n did ever entettainn. 
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The aan regain'd;'ſome Time for } 
And thus was from Surprize, to Reaſon brotight,” | 
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Your flipp'ry Favour ler ſome other Balg 25704 
Bought at the certain Price, his Wiſdom loſt; 
Who for ſuch Traffick ever deals at all, 1 
The Pay too great, the Putchiſe finds too ſmall: 
with Maſaom only therefore Fl adviſe;"/ 57 544 
Repentance is too dear at any Dee 


"He: Who has: * fuſtain'd. a lowly. States 5. 
| Might-ndr perhaps be virtuous when Great; ay 
In greateſt Affluence of Waves on Seas, 1 
Leaſt Terrors thoſe who ſail can juſtly ſeize; - 
But-in-Life's Voyage they moſt m. e 
On ** unbounded. Affluences flow. nA 
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To follow " + Inpull, t indulge e our Senſe" E; 

Proves and enlarges too our Indigence ; 
Scarce civ il Duns, which daily haunt. our Doors 
And as the Soul or Body bears the ſway, 1 
little, or greats che Debt we. have to pay. 

Modeſt, at firſt, are the Demands they plead, 
They ask not to be entertain d, but fed 
Nor would they eer at laſt voluptuous grow, 
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But we provoke and teach them to be ſo. 
Nature's Demands with Eaſe are ſatisfy d. 
Earth, Air, and Sea, cannot for Luxury provide. 
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Fair is ber wad but f bal ber laren a e 
Serene wit bur, within 3 a 'cealeleſs Storm: WM 
, She, heedleſs Youth, invites fike — Js.” 
 Conceals her Wrecks, 24 fatal Trex? 5 * 51 
Far off he chars like pod Ebi Etolid, "© 


i af{8 1a! on AYE. ii: A 
Bur proves no G oddets if too. UI prfu'd, Sg 


"Her highs Prize i in ex KPectätion lives 26 E/ 
But not a 12 when polfers'd kürvlves 20% 
Shame : and Remorſe the ſhort-liv'd' Brits pures, 
Vet flill fond Youth che Weccheg Chace bene ws; ; 
And, to forget his late ExpeQance eutsd. l 
Follows a Cheat as empty 15 the Firſt. 

Pleaſures unbid' on fplendid! Fortunes wait, 


And eitlier Luxury finds or does create: 


Her Joy is An intoxicating Draught) | 

Its ill Effects by ſad Expetienee bought: 
Rarely, alas! we find an humane Brain a3 Ln. 
| Uncaptiv Fits ROLE, Power ſuſtain. | 


„ | . Pru- 


She, 2 phys N. 


Prudence forgets all i its defenf Te Arms, | P 
The. Soul is melred, by h her magic, Charms, . 
Well may that conquer us, which firſt gifarms; 3 


. 443 4 191. 4 


Ev'n Virtue s ſelf reſigns her avful Sway, 
And wiſeſt Reſolution, meles . 
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n 0 65 904 4 12 449 44 " 4.1 FL £2 
But 8 alluring by il its ; pleaſing Taſte, 
The ſubtile Poiſon, Ihro, che Veins, is paſt; 
Conſcience with all its Terrors arm d awakes, 


N 1 
aA el. 


And the whole Soul with dire C ſhakes. 


Pleaſure like Lighening horrible, tho bright, | 


1 
# \ 


In a dark Soul, may, gild the gloomy Night ; 23 
111 
But * Day-light of the Soul, 
r TIL DVD of DGFRH £ 
Enlightens and envigorates the Whole. 
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If the, Enchaprreſs, with her boring Voice, 


proffer for Life uniarerrupred Joys, 
Shun the vile Proſtitute: the Bankrupr's way 


Is ſtill to put us off. with Words for Pay. | 
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N Beſides, on ignominious Terms ſhe gives, 
| | Remorſe of Conſeience x 
Vet who without a Bluſh her a—_—_C Ir 
what is the great Voluptuary's Boaſt? th 
That he to Appetites can give the Moſt! 
But Luxury this Riddle does beget, 

The more we give, the more we are in Debt. 

| Miſtaken Wretch! wand ahi berter wei 


Like Angels, from all Indigence were . 


Even when no 


| Self- Love, thou Virtue little underſtood, 4 
i | Migheſt thou return rhou'dſt make us wiſe and Sc | 
| True Pleaſure is too ſober and ſevere, * 

To ſuffer Souls in lewd Exceſs to ſhate: 
In tries all Satisfactions by the Teſt, 
Of what they will appear when they are paſt: 
1 permits not the aſpiring Mind engage II 
| In headſtrong Appetites, or PaſfionsRape: 


Fg 


He meanly ] humane Happineſs miſtakes, - 
Who the Delight of Senſe irs Eſſence makes: 
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As the poor Wee can ſcarce be ad to live; 
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When Humane Nature's Loe, Diſtreſs or Pain, 
(Before unfelt) we're deſtin d to ſuſtain, 
How much more bitter is Affliction s Taſte; 
When tis compar'd with Pleaſures gone and paſt > 
Falſe Pleaſures, like abandon'd Miſtreſſes, I} 
Forſake us when they've brought us to 5 | 
Nay, evn upbraid us with our Wretchedneſs. . 
The nobler Minds Delights ſublime and pure, 
The: Tryal of Affliction will endure ; 
Encourage and ſupport the drooping Soul, ; 
And all the Malice of our Fate controul. 


May then a lowly State be my Defence, 
If that alone can guard my Innocent. | 
it to be raisd on vicious Means relies; ; 
05 _ I never 2 to riſe. 
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pardon 
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And as he paus d, conſpicuous appear d. 


Upon her elevated Brow ſedate, 


Pardon, ye truly Great, who have combin d,. 
With honour d Names a yet more noble Mind. 
If ſuch be ſacred Virtue's awful Pow'r, 


That it can elevate the humble Poor; 
The virtuous Great, emphatically ſoo. 
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Make Virtue's ſelf to all yet lovelier grow. 


If this alone can raiſe the poor Man's State, 


Firtue her ſelf: takes Luſtre from the Great. 
*. : * * 


F 
be e i eee . 12 Not ESA! 
4 Thus ſung the Bard; the humble G ddeſs heard, 


- 


FThoughtful, but yet unruffled, was her Face,; 


Plain, yer becoming, was her humble Dreſs. 
Unlovely at the firſt ſhe might appear, 
But more defireable as ſhe drew near. 


Majeſtic, grave her Air; her awful Lok 


The Heart with higheſt Veneratien ſtruc k.. 


Fix d in her ſtedfaſt Mind, appear d in State, f 
The Scorn of all the giddy World calls Great. 
. # k = — wich 


Wich Tanguine Air her vigrous'Look was grac'd 
No anxious Care her ſettled Calm defacd. 
Upon the Bard ſne caſt à gracious Look, 
And with gay Air Mate Virtus ſpoke. 
Oft with her Preſence ſhe his Manſions grac d 
To hear his tuneful Song, the Regions bleſt 
She oft forſook : Not to the happy Swains, 
Poſſeſſors of che fim d Arcadian Plains, 

Pan or Hlvunus frequenter appear d, 

Or with their Strains thoſe bliſsful Regions cheerd: 
Him ſhe pronounced her only Fav rite Bard, 
Aud now to . n * n 
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But firſt ſhe bid retreat the anna 

Or Miſts obſcure, which her Retinue ſhroud. 
Strait there appear, emergd'to'open Sight, 
Three Forms of heavnly Race, array'd in 2 
Refulgent, glorious} yet refracted ſo 

0 hens mortal Senſe 'the- Blaze ** Meeres | 
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— al e Fir, her Look & bade III 
| Rice 26d Honours ur dend her fee. 
Effac d by her's, as by the Li 


Whaſe very . the! d cho 
Bright as Aurora, gay as ſmiling Flow Mc? 
Refreſhd by Zeplurs Breath, or annie. Show'es. I 
. i Health ſhe was calld; much. courted by the Great, 1 
But ſtill more conſtant to the lowly State: / 
Nor will ſhe e er his vain Addreſs prefer, / 
Who baſely thinks with Gold to pur \ 


. a S her. 


But to compleat the Scene, a Goddeſs bright, 
Siſter to Maden, next appeard in fight: = 

Such reverend Awe the heavaly Virgin ſtruck ; 
Her Form at once could chill che vicious Heart, 
| | And to the Good reſiſtleſs Warmth impact: | h 


T OS 


ne Bhi ophy. is | 


Truth the was call d. The Goddeſs Poverty, 

Into her Hand, as, che bright Form drew * * 
Her Lyre reſign d ; ſhe thus the Theme, eſſay d. ; 
And to the raviſh'd Audience ſung and play d. 


Wars fatal Harms, let the unthinking Throng 
Proclaim, and, proſtitute to Vice their Song; 


4 


I ſing che Hero, who deſeryes the Name, 


N ” 


The lowly Wiſe, ſole, Heir of virtuous Fame; 
Who Virtue courts, . fair Virtue only loves, 
And equally without a;Dow'7. approves. ,, ++ 
Attend, ye miſinform d, preſumptiye Great, 
While I -his-ample Share of Bliſs, relateQ. 
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For Him the od'rous Zephirs fan the Air, 
For Him the Fields Heavins various Liyry wear > 
For Him the Earth her beauteous Carpet ſpreads, - 

; And decks with blooming Flow'rs the ſmiling Meads. 

And when too ſultry Heats his Limbs inßeſtz + 


On es ſweet Boſom laid, he takes his Reſt: 
AE \ K Winder | 


”- 


26 bic Philojoph 5 
Cuonder ſome lofty Oak's defenſive shade, 3 
Buy a deſcending Rill ſupinely laid) 3 | 


While gently her diurnal Round ſhe goes, 
And ſoftly ſeems to rock him in Repoſe. 


Vain are your Boaſts of mean Propriety, | 
While Nature's choicelt Gifts to all are free. | 
Under the forming Hand of the Supteme, | 
Thus heav'nly fair was Nature made for Him. © 
Her Charms their great Original confeſs, © 
Muſic her Voice, and Colour is her Drefs. 
Hence undulated Air its Raptures brings, 
Wak'd by melodious Breath, or tuneful Strings. 
Nor leſs of gaudy Flow'rs the wondrous Dye 
Affect with viſual Harmony the Eye: | 

| While Phæbus gazing with renew'd Delight, | 
Scarce knows his own reverberated 'Light. 
So full of Smiles all o'er is Neu made, 3 
None but a vicious Heart can ee be fad.” 

To all theſe Pleaſures lowly Intocence 
Has the beſt Title, and moſt juſt Pretehee. - bY, 
| Health 3 


For Luxury does all alike deſtroy. 


For Him bright Phoſpher, Centinel of Day, 


Diſplays the riſing Glories of the Eaft : 

While Earth-revolving from Night's gloomy V. 
Haſtes to return Him to alternate Day. FF 

For Him ſweet Philomel makes tuneful Moan, | 
That reſpits ev ry Grief, except her own. 

For Him pale Cynthia her Horn rene ws, | 
And Flow'rs are cheer'd by ſoſt diſtilling Dews. 
In Sleep ſecure He due Refreſhment takes; 


He ſleeps, but Heay'n with all its. Eyes awakes: 
Miniſtring Sons of Light, unſeen, attend, . ., 
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Health, Reaſon, Strength, the Poor. does beſt enjoy, 


Darts thro the dusky Gloom his brandiſh d Ray. 
For Him the Morn, in ſilver Mantle dreſs d. 


And watchful o er their Charge, his Ways defend. | 


The ſtarry Canopy above our Head _ 
By Night, vir dee radiant Glories ſpreads. 3, 
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38 Stoic PR 
Each pretty Warbler, that exulting ſings F 
By ſhady Groves, or gentle murm' ring Springs: 
Return of Day and Night, Viciſſitude 

Of the Years Seaſons; grateful ro preclude 
The Weatineſs chat Fancy ſtill would haunt, 
Had we been doom'd Viciſſitudes to want. 
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Theſe things are num rous, great, important, high ; 
And jaſtly may imaginary Wants ſupply. 

All theſe Delights th' indulgent Hand of Heay n, 
With 8 Care to Al, allke has Hob 


A A ets ire; | 
From which the Great, his Proofs of Eminence brings? 
Tiſſues and Gold 71S his coſtly ma” 
And uſeleſs Lacqueys ſtill behind him preſs: a 
He on his Finger wears ſome coſtly Gem, 
| To purchaſe Wonder rather than Eſteem ; 
Wonder! that he, who as 4 common Righe, 0 
May view, unbought, the Sun's tranſcendent Li gat ; 
Who 


Storc Philoſophy. 
Who idolizes Geld, ſo much ſhould % quit, 
Evn for a Toy, more uſeleſs far than it ! 


To ſatiate Appetites the Poor's content : 
The Rich not gratify chem; bur prevent; 


Drink before Thirſty, 'before Hungry, eat; | 


And before weaty, to their Bed retreat: 


Bur ſearce 'before the Sun reſulgent bright, 
Obſcures the Stars by myſtic Veil of Licht- 


Strange Doctrines of delirous Luxury 


Sols kindly Rays, Tapers impure ſupply: 1 20 


And, for a true ſubſtantial Happineſs, 
Only the Shadow of it they poſſeſs. 
Gratify Nature's Wants before they crave, < 
Vet Appetites innumerate have, | 


From Luxury inſatiate as the Grave. 
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Nay, ſome ho leſs 'are haunted Day and n 
By Ghoſt of a departed Appetite! - 
Still urging, to provide the wanton Feaſt, 
Which the Poor N othing has no Pow'r to taſte! 

To 


To court — and others de in vain, 


Wich what Variety of Wretchedneſss. 
bvoes Luxury its Devotees diſtreſfs:?: 

An Old young Man, worn out berimes appears, 
Preſs d by the Weight of Five-and-Twenty Years 5. 
i Thrice flux d, in Seven long Years, ſearce ſober 
KReſtleſß on Down, the ſhatter d Sinner lies, > 
And ſcarce with Cordials his fail d Strength ſup- 4 
Yet thus retards a while his fleeting W 8 
With preſent Eaſe, but ſure impending Death. | 
Of actual Vice, by Vice, the Cure is wrought ; © 
He only can be vicious now in Thought, 

Vain Medicines around in order "ſtand,  —- 
Death's gilded Weapons, rang d on evxy Hand; 
Bolus or Pill, Death offers him his Choice: 
| Not in a mean or vulgar way he dies 1 


* * 
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© Theſe, Cupid,” now are thy ungentle Arms. 
And theſe the harſh Effects of Loves ſoft Charme 
Ir that which kindles his too real Flame, 21 244] 
And wounds unfeign'd, deſerve ns harſher Name, 


8 


| Cupid, too much thy golden Arrows doo 1 


Unfairly you this hapleſs Life purſue, | 
Theſe Darts are gilt, alas! and poiſon'd todo: — | 
Tyrannic Death with gahſtly Smiles ſtands: yy” 
Nor needs; to ſee * fall, one Dart ue 
a oe; be ſerious, when a thou ith the reſt, 
The trapic Scene is much too fad for Jeſt. 
With wild Aſtoniſhment, around him wait 
Eis Friends, he only choughtleſs of his Fate, 
Which for his Summons rides EY * 
To tell the Wretch his lareſt Sand 5 : 
Already half conſum'd, down finks his core. 
And che left Breath he urcers is a Curſe. ; 


$2 2 Philoſophy. 

In deep Afliction his chaſte Mother ſtands, 
Nor longer now ber tort ring Grief — | 
But beats herBreaſts and wrin gs her guiltleſsHands: ) 
With far more Anguiſh for his Exil n 


4 han onee ſhe ſuffer d when the Wretch was born. 
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7 ke n. to himſelf a miſtaken Man FRA 
Preſumes his Fellow $ , Happineſs to ſean. . AP 
Thoſe ho enjoy the! largeſt Happineſs, "Le 
He's often pittying as in Diſtreſs ; _ 
And thoſe whom anxious Conſeience hourly y wounds, 
He with the Happy in his Wegen pnforntl. = 
nn mich heaworg mn: as 131 tt 
Riches ond Povency, in in ev 15 * 11 ir 
We find in room. of \ Vice and Virtue. i de 8 
Bur cruel and unjuſt is ſuch a, Thought, 
When, to th unerring Teſt of Reaſon brought: 
For oh! how oft the Pow'r of doing Il, 


Alone is able to create the Will: 


Stoic - Philo ir = 
Falſe your Ideas are of Honour, Fame; g 


That Riches only can create a Name ! 


Poets are fare Exceptions to the Rule, 


Nor incompatible are Rich and. 
Sound, ſound, thy loud Etherial T rumpet, Fame, 
Great Hamer to the wond ring World proclaim. 
Tell the Dictators, and the matchleſs Kings, 
Who threw. away, as vile and dang'rous Things, 
Riches and Honours, all the P omp of State, 
And to be Good, choſe rather be Great : 4 
Rather than Rich, I ſhould alas! have ſaid, 


By vulgar ee, how was my Mind miſlead? 2 


The — Monuments of Jeatkleſs Fame 
Are rais d, where Virtue only gives a Name. 
The greateſt Man, who e er the Earth adorn d, 
Riches, as far below his Virtue, ſcornd. 
All humane Excellence in Virtue lies: 
Greatneſs can ne er be what tis Greatneſs to deſpiſe. 
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Thus fang the Goddeſs ; and to — 
So high che Poer 8 raptur d Bofom rougher 


The Deities” retiring, he again 4 ont 928 22207 


Aſſum d his Lyre + ng Mat 776 GAQAoNt: 2: 
Bur as he tut d his Strings, on Raptures a. 
Intent, a hidevus Form in haſte drew nigh; - 


By envious D.zmons to his Manſions ſent: 19k 


A Fiend ſhe was, with Garments tatterd, rent; 
Ill boding, horrid, ghaſtly was her Face 3 © | 


Upon her conſtious Brow-ſat foul Diſgrace, 
Dejected 'Baſeneſs, Cunning, Impudenes ; 


Vet to Compaſſion fill ſhe made pretence: 

Tho' Vice alone had made her what ſhe was : 

A int Eft of an uririghteous Ca 
Want, as her Name, ſhe does to Men . " 
Bur by the Gods ſhe is call'd/ Jdleneſs. -* 1 
To enter to the Bard ſhe thrice eſſayd, 

But Poverty ſent Virtuæ to his Aidj 
At ſiglit of whom, aſtoniſird, the tetir d, 
And virtuous Thoughts renew d, the Poet fir d. 
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You'll 


8 Phibphy, 


Youll ſay, perhaps, in Theory, tig fine !, 
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But * ſhall we conforming Actions join 2 
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„ nth 154101 oe 885 anid-or 1118 
The Way long fav is pratticable found; 
Not in the Air we walk, but on firm Ground. 9 70 
Some elevated Souls che World has hem, 1 | ,, 
Of Appetites and Paſſions like your own; 
Who ne er of Wealth che Honour ee, 
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Nor any. Greatneſs but in being Good: bad 00 
Who knew the Ends for which Mankind wy hou 


163}; 


And made the World, and I all its Pomps, their 15 
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Who bravely fought on injur' 4 Vire's fe in oe 
when the whole Y World its ; baffled Cauſe decxy'c d; l 5, 


O NIB 


Heroes, who Conqueſis ; greater. far obtain d, 


Than thoſe who Cities took, or Boer gain di 151 
Not fly fam d: for Tyranny and Blood, 


bros Site en Celeſtial Mind, 
By View: 8 noble Maxims how refin' 41 
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What Tong, what rome m S celebtare © 


But nothing can enſlave that free-born Soul. 


That can His moſt ryraile Self controul i - 
Make head- ſtrong will to Reaſon! 's _— 
And * gently riſe; or calm retreat 
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1 „ $f 4 is © ' 7 2 21 's. 18 © Y 5 12 1 8 | 
As basking in che un, Pagen ; 


One Day with ſtudious Brow redlin'd': at Tate Fx 

His Mind tuperior to all Dicontent, R007 

His Body ar 
So nicely blos d, adjuſted, ſtrongly bare,” 

That Rain or Wind alike it 7 6 dard; 

Its Mattet mch, as not - unfitly ſpoke © 

Its ſturdy Owner — ſolid Heart of to L 

For as his Houſe, his Soul! 'unſhaketi' ftood, +7 

And Cranford the Tenement of Wood. 

As thus he fate, and turn d his Door at Noon 
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in ddt enement; ; 


Bo, 


Glad to receive the warms reviving Sun, 
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The World's famd Conqᷓ rot, with Majeſtic 
Approach d Diogenes's Manſion Hut. 


Say; what it is cat Alexander giv /, 


E Sins * o/op * * 
: «< — 
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7 JG — 8 CET.” 
And thus the Tenant of the welEribb'd Oak, 
With gracious Condeſeenſion firſt beſpoke. * © ' - , 
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Diogenes, drawn hither by your Fame, 

To viſit you wirli Kind Intent I came : 

I know your Soul too large for this your State, 
Henceforward deign to know a happier Fate; 
That you to raiſe your Fortunes would receive?” / 
To this the Sage reply'd with ſuch RefpeR, 
As was enough not to imply Neglect. | 
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Great Sir, d ache greateſt Man may err, | 
This Day you give me Reaſon to aver, 


Judging you- ſomewkiar might on me confer; - J 
Implicitly affirming, that Content : 
Reſides not in this humble Tenement: © 
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Unmindful that, While you the Offer make, No 
The Sun's bright, Orb your Majeſtx opake * 
Eelipſes, and from me a Cod yo take . 
: Greater than the Morld Conqueror can give, N 


Or from his boaſted Soy raignty receive. 
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Go then, I pity, * your a State! or. 


[ Be Good, and vou the ſafer * 7 


The on nerds mee, op" 


Boaſt, got you ve now ng Conqueſts to purſue,.....; 


The greateſt ſtill Lremains — Your ſelf ſubdue 


And hen your Generoſity would grant, 50% IR 


rind + Ge error chat is ig Wan. = 
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Away the Monarch Aw went, 
The bage remain N within his Tub content. 
This Story's Moral tells you not ro u ns 
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Bur here, merhinks, ſome One, ded 8 revers; | 
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an the poor Bard? begins wirt Mirth and Scbin 

To ae my Arguments, % malte reblir == 11.7 
But are not we the Lords of all Mankind, 
And free to do juſt as'weiare inclin'd > 1: | 7 
Does not good Fortune liberally: deal U 
All Nature's Store, to furniſh/ev'ry Meal? 
Do not the Honours paid, and Crowds that wait 
enen e . . State? 


0 Wiese Geibivoes a Thou ant Widen Squads 
Yer ſtill the greateſt Happineſs you want ; 4 
Liberty ! which alone the virtuous Mind 
Can in his humble Competency find. 
Not he, who Pleaſures falſe Delights purſues, 
But who his reſtleſs Apperites ſubdues, „ 

Ts free, and all the Satisfaction knows) 60H 404 
which Fate's Decree to Humane Kind allow? 
The reſt are Moves; ſome by Ambitioh made, 
By Honour ſome to the hard Fate betrayd⸗ 
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To, 158 ſome, more to > rhemſelyes: 8 vo 


Burt ſcarce a Mortal from the Sentence ſav d. 


Blind to the num rodus Bleſſings we poſſeſs, 7 | ||}. 


We re daily tortur d by ſome falſe Diſtreſ: 

He who by Reaſon lives, can ne er be poor; 1 
Who by Opinion only, muſt endure . 1 
The meaneſt Want (till; ſtill to wiſn for more; . 
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nd ho ctoniq g e FEI Nn e il 27 
The Ills we feel, the en we poſſeſs, 
To be not what they ſeem, we ſhall confeſs; 
When by right Rettoſpect we view the paſt, 
5 And truly judge the preſent G do we taſte. -. * 
For Pleaſures paſt da preſent Pain produce r : 
And Troubles over, preſent Joy infuſe. 
Better is therefore Pain that leads to Joy, iT 


Than Joys which muſt our future Peace deſtroy- 


If 
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Stoic Philoſophy. 41 
If Man ſurcharg d with too abundant Store, | 
Receives ſtill, when he can contain no more; 
Diſturb'd and dangerous the Torrent rouls, 
Nor Bank, nor Bound, its rapid Force contfouls 3 | 
Againſt luxurious Flow, the Fence not Proof, Y 
Diſſever'd, broke, no more contains enough. 
Faſter it waſts, chan it can be ſupply d, 
Nor longer can the River's oozy ſide 
Unſightly Mire and putrid Shallows hide. 


A 


Exceſs and Want are both our dang rous Foes, 


And both to Evils numberleſs expoſe : 
The laft, with utmoſt Induſtry, we chaſe, 
The firſt, unmindſul of its Snares, ee ; 
But ſure, more Fatal is the Enemy 
We court, than whom we as Infection fly. 
Hard it may be to bear a lowly State; 
But harder to be Innocent and Great. 


Little, but yet perennial is the Spring, 


| Which does the Poor his Competency bring; ; 
| | G EE While : 2 


42  Stoic Philoſophy. 

While Streams, that ſwell with evry falling Rain, ) 

Cannot ſometimes a Summer's Drought ſuſtain. 
But if the Streams Supply ſhould prove ſo great, 
That it can ſafely dare the Dog-Star's Heat; 
Yet fill inceſſant does its Affluence flee, 


Haſting into the all-deyouring Sea. 


— 


Wealth is no longer Wealth than while it flows; 
Flowing it waſts, and by. Reſt uſeleſs grows: 
1 Happy the Man, who neet its proper Uſe | 
| Perverts into its mean and vile Abuſe. 
Wiſdom's my wiſh'd-for Choice, which to obtain, 
Nor would I Wealth, nor Indigence ſuſtain, 
Thar Soil alone the Fruits of, Wiſdom: bears, 


Which neither Dearth nor Inundation fears. 


Can her ſoft Whiſpers reach our deafen'd Ear, 


In Battails Triumphs, or the Civil War 


Of Tongues, proclaim'd around the 9 
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Where captive ſtice is in Triumph led, 
. And clam'rous Mouths by nun . hd? dic 


Nor 


9 


Nö but for our Welfare Heavns decre: 


We, we alone create our Miſery. 


Stoke - Philo Moby. 5. 43 
Nor can ſhe be in Courts a welcome Gueſt; 9 


Her Scat is there by Artifice poſſeſs d; 


And if the Worthy riſe, he buys too ** 1 


Imaginary Good with real Care. 
Fraud, Flatt'ry, Calumny commands the Scale, 


And Fortune ſtill is thank'd, whoe'er prevail * 


| Here, firſt, her airy Goddeſsſhip was known, 


And the firſt Step ſhe made, was to a Throne, 0 | 
Which ſhe no ſooner gain d, but trampled on: 


Hence to the Heav ns the glitt ring Vapour flies, 5 
Secure by her own want of Weight to rite, 


And claims among her kindred Deities : 

This mighty Phantom, Siſter to blind Chance, 
Begot, and worſhip'd too, by Ignorance: | 
Groſs Ignrance, which the true Prime Agent hides, ) 
The Hand, which ey'ry where unſeen preſides, & 
And all Events of human Actions guides. 8 3 
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| 44 Stoic Philoſophy. 
| In this World. s Drama, each of humane Kind N 
Has in the various Scene a Part aſſign d: 1 
Each may, in his own proper Sphere excel, 


I But tis a Heroe s part to ſuffer well. 


hand Das = 


He, who in his own lowly . part has ſhin _ = 
Has oft a higher Character aſſign d. | 
Monarchs appear a while in envy'd State, 


1 YP 


But are reſerv d for ſome dilal ene Fate; 
| Tho' oſt behind che well appointed Scene 
| Their Suff rings fall, too horrid to be ow... uy 


Be mine whate er; me, nor ſhall adyerſc Fate 
Deject, nor proſp'rous vainly elevate. 
If thro' tempeſtuous Seas in Life I roul, 

Be Virtue till my Magnet, Truth my Pole, 
Prudence my Ballaſt, Fortitude my Sword, | 
And glorious Hope my Anchor's triple Chord, £ 


— 


On this we may depend — 

Where e er of Happineſs be the Aboda: 

adorns s the Gude, and Virtue i is the Road. 
| Thus. 


Stole 2 45 
Thus has th' advent rous Muſe purſu d the Chaſe 
| Happineſs thro' eviry winding Maze, 4 

And finds no State of Life ſecurely bleſt ; 

Here then ler all thy anxious Labours reſt ! © 

From all our roving, back return'd, we find, ; 

True Happineſs is on y in the Mind. 

The Mind alone true Satisfaction knows; 

The Joy that courts, more by Poſſeſſion grows. 
Encreaſing Wiſdom, elegant Deſires, 

And the chaſt Raptures Friendſhip pure inſpires; : | 
| Grateful Reflections on good Actions paſt, 
Hopes that immortal Joys already taſte - 0 
T he ſteadfaſt Peace, the calm Delight that flows 
From Virtue, and which Virtue only knows: 
A Fortitude prepar'd for all Alarms, | 
Which Fortune, Fate, and Death ir ſelf diſarms. 2 

"Tis this the Soul. with ſecret Tranſpott cheers, | 

Rais d to ſuch Hopes, as leave no Room for fears. 
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46 Stoic Philoſophy. - 7 
In ſuch a Soul, the ſame fixt Calm is found, | | 
With Pleaſures, or with Torments compaſs d round 
Secure alike, or in a Civil War, : 
Or ſhould the Elements like Tumults fines: 
Should Fate diſſolve the univerſal Chain, 
And to firſt Chaos all rerurn again : 
| The Seb drop from their Orbs, the Moon be Blood, 
And the Sun's Face eternal Darkneſs ſhroud : . 


Should the vaſt Univerſe about him reel, 
And Nature's ſelf her laſt Convulſions feel: 
Should Hell below the Earth's ſtrong Fabrick rend, 
And all around devouring Fires aſcend: 
Safe in the gen ral Wreck, he'd take his Flight, 


Born on the Funeral Flame, to en Light. 7 
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